The Coming of the Friars

This quaint story of the first coming of the Grey
Friars to Oxford illustrates very plainly the hostility
between the old orders of the friars and the new;
the opposition of the parochial priesthood to the
spiritual energy of the mendicant preachers, who,
clad in their coarse frock of grey serge, with a girdle
of rope round their waist, wandered barefooted as
missionaries over Asia, battled with heresies in Italy
and Gaul, lectured in the Universities and preached
and toiled among the poor.

The Grey Friars were hospitably received by the
Black, till Richard le Mercer, a wealthy burgess, let
them a house in St Ebbe's parish, " between the
church and water-gate (South-gate), in which many
honest bachelors and noble persons entered and lived
with them." Perhaps it was this increase in their
numbers which compelled them to leave their first
abode somewhere by the east end of Beef Lane,
and to hire a house with ground attached from Richard
the Miller. This house lay between the wall and
Freren Street (Church Street). All sorts and con-
ditions of men flocked to hear them. Being well
satisfied, it is said, as to their honest and simple
carriage and well-meaning as also with their doctrine,
they began to load them with gifts and to make
donations to the city for their use. One of their
benefactors, Agnes, the wife of Guy, for instance,
gave them "most part of that ground which was
afterwards called Paradise " (cf. Paradise Square).
A small church was built, and bishops and abbots
relinquishing their dignities and preferments became
Minorites. They scorned not "the roughness of
the penance and the robe," but" did with incomparable
humility carry upon their shoulders the coul and the
hod, for the. speedier finishing this structure," . The
site chosen by the Grey Friars for their settlement
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